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leaders upon the Council-entry, etc. Father, Hakimji and others
are expected here by the end of the month. You need not hesitate
to come down for consultation whenever you wish. I expect in
any event to see you on the 20th prox. as I understand the Work-
ing Committee meets on that date. I do hope you are keeping
well and taking care of yourself.

Panikkar has seen this letter and he will hold himself ready
to be relieved whenever you think it necessary and would be
liable for repayment of the loan.

Tours sincerely,

PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

From a photostat: S.N. 8503

158.   LETTER TO A. A. PAUL
POST ANDHERI,
March 15, 1924
DEAR  MR.   PAUL,
I have your letter of the 8th inst. enclosing a copy of Mr. Ait-
ken's letter. I believe he and I know each other. If he is the
Mr. Aitken I know, he knows my views very well. However, I
shall jot them down here for what they are worth.
The Indian community of South Africa includes people from
all provinces and represents Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and
Zoroastrianism. There are many South Africa-born Indians who
are Christians and are highly educated and therefore naturally
very sensitive about self-respect. The restrictive legislation of
South Africa applies to them although South Africa is their home
and although the majority of them never expect to see India at
all. It is not known here that rightly or wrongly these young men
and women have adopted European customs, manners, dress, etc.,
but neither their Christianity nor their education nor their Euro-
peanization has saved them from the bar sinister. I mention this
fact not to show that they should have a special or separate treat-
ment (they would themselves object to any such distinction), but
to emphasize the fact that the restrictive legislation in South
Africa is predominantly racial in character. The economic aspect
occupies a subordinate position. The Indian claim is exceedingly
simple and reasonable. They have voluntarily accepted adminis-
trative restriction of Indian immigration and, as a matter of fact,
hardly any Indian who has not previously resided in South Africa